NOW’S THE TIME T0...

Prep Your Fridge

Before you stock up on all those holiday goodies,
give your refrigerator a deep-cleaning. From
November 15 to 19, call 888-cLean-out, a Whirlpool
help line: You'll get insider tips (use coffee
grounds to snuff out strong odors), learn how to
clean those hard-to-reach coils, and discover why
your ice smells like tuna—and what to do about it.

Save Time on Greetings
Cross Christmas cards off your holi-
day to-do list—without getting writer’s
cramp. Stop by www.sparks.com
to choose from thousands of printed
cards (competitively priced), and
the company will address and mail your favorites.
Add a handwritten message for 75 cents per card.
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ERgY - Read with Your Teen

HpisThAS

During National Children’s Book
Week (November 15 to 21), turn
your teens on to reading: ® Buy
the books that inspired their
favorite movies. @ Let kids choose

(even if it's a Ricky Martin biography). e Clip
: articles relevant to their lives to read aloud.
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his is not your father’s used Olds-
mobile. It’s a pre-owned vehicle
in a market where used has
become a dirty word. If you’ve
been shopping for a secondhand
car, you may have noticed that fast-
talking Fred with his lot of lemons has
given way to dealers who sell factory-
certified BMWs and Acuras with
extended warranties. It may sound like
a bunch of marketing hype, but it’s not.

Now that leasing has become so popu-
lar (30 to 40 percent of all cars today are
leased), many dealers are overloaded with
two- and three-year-old cars. “It’s a buy-
er’s market,” says Jack R. Nerad, author of
The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Buying or Leas-
inga Car: “And the intelligent shopper can
do very well.” Warranties and certification
take away some of the risk. These cars

_must meet age and mileage limits (typi-
cally four years or 50,000 miles) and pass

rigorous inspections ensuring, among oth-
er things, that the engine is in good condi-
tion and there’s been no major body dam-
age. The dealer replaces any worn parts
and may throw in a service contract with
extras like roadside assistance.
Certification comes at a price,
though—typically $500 to $2,000 above
the car’s book value. (Example: The
Kelley Biue Book value of a 1996 Lexus
ES 300 with 36,000 miles is $24,896; we
found a certified model for $25,796. The
1999 model retails.at $34,235.) But at
least you know you’re not walking into a
lifetime of repair bills and headaches.

To find the best hargains

® L ook for the manufacturer’s backing.
“The term cervification by itself doesn’t
guarantee anything,” says Nerad. You
need to see the maker’s name—“GM
Certified” or “Infiniti Premium Pre-
owned Vehicle,” for example. This
means the car was inspected by factory-
trained technicians skilled at working on
that make of car. And you have the secu-
rity of a large company—rather than justa
local dealer—behind the certification.
Another advantage: You can have repairs
done at any authorized dealer, not just
the place you bought the car.

@ Request a copy of the inspection check-
list. Make sure it covers all the critical
components: brakes, steering, suspen-
sion, transmission, electrical system,
air conditioning; and heating systems.
Find outif anything was repaired and why.
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